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service so rich in variety that it could hardly fail to bring to
light many ideas of great practical value for the future.
Voluntary experiments ran along two principal lines. They
were temporary and took the unemployed away from home.
Or they were permanent and have dealt with them in their
home environment.
To take them away from home to an unemployed camp for
the summer, as was done by local social-service councils or the
universities7 council, was to give them a change of scene, and
interest and a stimulus to leave the depressed area, besides
providing the youthful organizers with a practical outlet for
their sense of responsibility and their desire for leadership and
experience. Their weakness was the difficulty of providing
work of a kind that commended itself to the men as being
socially useful. And this difficulty was not always satisfactorily
solved except on a country estate adapted to taking men in
relays all the year round, where one relay has been able to
reap what an earlier has sown.
Where on the other hand a centre operated all the year
round among the local unemployed it was sometimes one
object that was stressed and sometimes another.
If it was recreation to which most weight was given, a kind
of settlement emerged, often with a resident warden, as a
centre for music and lectures, arts and crafts, football and
gymnastics. More often the centre was occupational in the
widest sense, providing opportunities not only for recreation
but also for doing odd jobs of household carpentry or the
family cobbling at the lowest possible cost. Wherever land
was available, occupation passed insensibly into production,
allotments and allotment societies were brought into existence
by the thousand, largely thanks to Quaker initiative, and some
government help was elicited in the form of seed and manures
under the agricultural land utilization act of 193 L Professor
J. W. Scott and the home-crofters were more ambitious and
tried to bring in capital and organizing ability, stimulate
specialized hobbies alongside food-production, and organize
barter between the unemployed. More ambitious still, Mr*

